[image: image1.jpg]TIVERTON

0034

WHITE EAGLES
HOCKEY CIL,UB





THE HISTORY OF THE 

TIVERTON WHITE EAGLES HOCKEY CLUB
A small group of girls leaving the old Tiverton Grammar School were reluctant to see the end of their hockey days and so they arranged a meeting of all interested parties in the Heathcoat Hall. At this meeting the formalities of commencing a Club were discussed resulting in the formation of the White Eagles Hockey Club on the 1st November, 1950.

The archives of the Tiverton Gazette Office produced the following information taken from their newspaper dated 7th November 1950:

Organiser & Treasurer: Miss S Frost

Organiser & Captain: Miss R Pearson

Hon Secretary: Miss S Roper

Match Secretary & Press Reporter: Miss P M Fewings

Vice-Captain: Miss A Darch

Social Organiser: Miss B Chave

These founder members worked hard raising finance, finding a home ground and arranging matches with opposition teams. The original membership subscription was 5/- and to bolster funds a number of well-known Tiverton people were invited to become Vice-Presidents of the Club. Their donations provided the funds necessary to purchase essential equipment.  Within the first year of its existence the White Eagles invited Mrs R K Giles to be its President, a position which she held until 1965/66.

The problem of a home
pitch, where opposition teams could be entertained, was taken up with Mr J C Vickery, the then personnel officer at John Heathcoat’s factory.  He very kindly suggested that the Club could make use of a field at Knightshayes, at that time only used by the Cricket Club during the summer months. This suggestion was very attractive because not only was the pitch one of the best in the West, but changing accommodation (albeit without electricity) was also available to Club members. The generosity of Sir John Heathcoat Amory in allowing the pitch to be used free of charge for more than twenty years must here be recorded.

The Club held its first Annual General Meeting on the 8th September 1951 when it was reported that bad weather had reduced matches played to seven. However, the Eagles had entered a team in a local hockey tournament and were proud to finish third. Records show that in the subsequent year, 1951/52, the Fixture Secretary arranged twenty-eight games keeping the team fully occupied from the 6th October 1951 to 12th April 1952. At this time the Club also became affiliated to the All England Women’s Hockey Association 
In the ensuing years, the Eagles participated in many local social functions, holding their own dances and on more than one occasion entering a float in the Tiverton carnival. The tradition of forming a Guard of Honour for members getting married was also started and continues today.

From the initial vision and enthusiasm of a handful of school-leavers the Tiverton White Eagles has grown from a struggling Club with one team to a membership approaching 50 + juniors and as many seniors fielding three teams every weekend from the beginning of September until the end of April. All three teams play in the West Clubs’ Women’s Hockey League. There is also a thriving under 21 section from which a number of girls have represented Devon County and the West of England in their relevant age groups.

The game of hockey has drastically changed over the years – there is now no bully-off, no side roll-ins, no offside rule and the shape of the stick head has shrunk to a club. Also, today matches are played on Astro pitches but the Eagles still remain grateful for the facilities at Knightshayes. 
In the early days, and indeed for many years, matches were player-umpired – playing and umpiring at the same time was quite a feat, but one that was absolutely essential as the Club was without a regular umpire. However, with the advent of league matches, all clubs have to have their own qualified umpires 
Another change has been transport to matches, once undertaken by train (the Tivvy Bumper), bus and bicycles now exclusively by private cars – much more convenient but perhaps less fun

The Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary at the Green Headland Hotel, Sampford Peverell when founder members who could be contacted, were invited as special guests. This was a very happy occasion and gave great pride to those responsible for the Club’s formation. It was at this special function that the Founder Members’ Cup was given to the Club to be presented annually to the person contributing outstanding services during the season. This cup was the first of the many cups and trophies now awarded at the annual Dinner.

The next big occasion was a special meal to celebrate the 40th Anniversary when again a number of founder members were present. This was followed by a ceremony at Knightshayes when an oak tree was planted and a commemorative plaque erected.

The Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary in the year 2000 and a bench was sited at Knightshayes.
2010 sees the club entering its 60th year and much progress continues to be made. The club has gained The England Hockey Clubs Accreditation and continues to welcome both young and old to the friendly club. We also have a dedicated website www.twehc.com.
When that first meeting of interested youngsters took place in 1950 much thought and deliberation was given to a meaningful Club name. Why not incorporate an Eagle? This was a bird with just the right qualities:

1) The team would need the same ‘killer instinct’ if it was to survive;

2) It would need to soar as an Eagle above and beyond the difficulties and setbacks it would surely face;

3) And, not least, the team would need the powerful legs and feet of an Eagle to keep playing especially with only 14 original members.

After all these years it would appear that just the right name was chosen for such a successful Club.
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